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John G. And Marie Stella Kenedy
Memorial Foundation granted the Nueces
County Mental Health and Intellectual
Disabilities a $15,000 grant to develop a
mental health campaign aimed at reducing
stigma in the Coastal Bend.
The Kenedy Memorial Foundation is
organized exclusively for charitable purposes.
Founded in 1961 by Sarita Kenedy East,
granddaughter of Mifflin Kenedy and Petra
Vela Kenedy, the Foundation has donated
more than 340 million dollars to charitable
causes and organizations in Texas. In South
Texas, where the majority of its contributions
have been made, the Foundation is one of the
major charity contributors.

The grant was given to the Nueces County
Mental Health and Intellectual Disabilities by The
John G. And Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial
Foundation to produce a campaign aimed at
reducing stigma entitled – Mental Health Matters.
The campaign that aired on television Summer of
2020, utilized English and Spanish traditional
media to expand awareness of community
resources and services available to children and
adults living with mental illness in Nueces County.
The purpose of the campaign was aimed to help
the public understand that mental health does
matter. Viewers were encouraged to call the 24/7
Psychiatric Crisis Hotline at 1-888-767-449 when
experiencing a mental health crisis.

Center Adopts a New Mission Statement
The

Board of Trustees
approved the Trauma
Informed Care statement as
NCMHID Mission statement
this summer. Similar to our
recent name change, the new
statement accurately
describes our purpose in the
community and better
describes the services we
offer to those living with a
men t al illn es s an d/or
intellectual disabilities. The
Center is proud to present
the following as the new
mission statement:

https://startupnation.com

To create a safe and collaborative
environment empowering
individuals to build resiliency and
independence.

Nueces Center for Mental Health and Intellectual Disabilities is committed to providing a Trauma-informed environment for everyone
who comes through our doors.

YOUR NCMHID

Certified Community Behavioral
Health Center (CCBHC)
Only 43 percent of all people living with
serious mental illnesses such as
schizophrenia, bipolar disorders and major
clinical depression receive behavioral health
care, and only one in 10 Americans with a
substance use disorder receives treatment
in any given year. In 2014, Congress
enacted the bipartisan Certified
Community Behavioral Health Clinic
(CCBHC) demonstration program to test a
model to improve the quality of addiction
and mental health care and bridge the gap
in the unmet need for care.
In order to qualify for the CCBHC
demonstration, all participating clinics had
to make changes to expand their service
array in required categories such as crisis
services and care coordination, developing
sliding fee schedules and implementing

same-day access. Since launching in 2017, 66
CCBHCs in 8 states have dramatically
increased access to mental health and
addiction treatment, expanded capacity to
address the opioid crisis and established
innovative partnerships with jail diversion
and hospitalization-reduction programs to
improve care and reduce recidivism. These
entities differ from business as usual in that
they are required, by statute, to provide a
comprehensive range of addiction and
mental health services regardless of an
individual’s ability to pay and are supported
by a restructured payment system.
Currently, there are 16 Centers across the
state of Texas that are CCBHC certified.
The Nueces Center for Mental Health and
Intellectual Disabilities plans to submit an
application for CCBHC certification on
October 31, 2020.

Loss Team Assists Suicide Survivors
Resources are not only available in the
community to those living with suicidal
thoughts, they are also available to family
members and friends who have lost
someone by suicide.
The Nueces Center for Mental Health and
Intellectual Disabilities has a dedicated team
of staff members available to provide
support and resources to the survivor(s) not to be mistaken with counseling
services, but can serve as a starting point to
know what community services might be
available to the survivor to manage their
grief.
The goal of the program is to assist
survivors in managing their feelings of grief
and loss, reduce the stigma surrounding
deaths by suicide, and providing resources
to break the intergenerational cycle of
suicide.
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Resources provided to survivors by the
Loss Team member include low cost
counseling resources, online resources, and
various local support groups.
Sessions are free to survivor(s) and can be
accessed by calling Linda Fraser, LPC at 361
-886-1090 or email at lfraser@ncmhid.org.

https://learnsafe.com

Art Contest

Suicide Prevention Symposium

Congratulations to Fernando Castro for
winning this year’s Christmas Art Contest.
This artwork will be used for promotion
and advertisement for the center as well as
a Christmas Card this year.

The Suicide Prevention Coalition of the Coastal Bend will host the Sixth Annual
Suicide Prevention Symposium online this year. Two free webinars will be open
to the public and professionals with the purpose giving individuals an opportunity
to learn more about suicide while observing National Suicide Prevention
Week—September 6 through 12, 2020.

Thursday, September 10, 2020 | 6:30 P.M. |Zoom NAMI Night
(Free event to the public. Registration Required.)
 “Learn a New Language: The Language of Depression.” Presentation
offered by attorney Terry Bentley Hill.
https://tinyurl.com/yycnwanb

Friday, September 11, 2020 | 8:30 A.M. | WebEx
(Free event to professionals and providers. 3 CEU’s provided.)
 “Suicide and Stigma: Understanding a Connection to Prevention.” – Pamela
Greene, PhD, RN, NEA-BC
 “Suicide in Communities of Color: Understanding from a Social Justice
Perspective.” –Ana M. Salazar, MS, LPC
 “Understanding Ketamine.” – John Lusins III, MD, Medical Director of
Psychiatric Services at Bayview Behavioral Hospital.
https://tinyurl.com/y4thsw7r
www.SuicidePreventionCoalitionofTheCoastalBend.com

MHID Asks for YOUR Support on November 10
The Nueces Center for Mental Health
and Intellectual Disabilities (NCMHID)
is proud to inform you that our Center
has been selected as one of 50 charities
participating in the Coastal Bend Day of
Giving on November 10, 2020.

Your continued support this year will
be greatly appreciated. As you already
know, NCMHID is dedicated to helping
the residents of Nueces County who
are living with mental illness and/or
i n t e ll e ct u a l an d d e ve lo p me n t a l
disabilities. Each year, we serve over
8,700 people with psychiatric outpatient
services, counseling, training, job
searches, support and more. The
services we provide has continued

throughout this pandemic (Covid-19)
and our doors have remained open to
provide the necessary services and
support for those who need them.
Our mission of creating a safe and
collaborative environment empowering
individuals to build resiliency and
independence wouldn’t be possible if it
wasn’t for heroes like you. It is your
generosity and individuals like you who
make it possible for our Center to
meet the needs of many individuals in
our community to live independent and
productive lives.

your support to fight hunger, support
children, improve health, and reduce
homelessness in our community.
Thank YOU in advance for your
contribution during the Coastal Bend
Day of Giving.

Mark your calendar for November 10,
2020 – a day we can count on you for
www.CoastalBendDayofGiving.org
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About Us
Nueces Center for Mental Health and
Intellectual Disabilities is dedicated to helping
the residents of Nueces County who
experience mental illness and/or intellectual
and developmental disabilities. Each year, we
serve over 10,000 people with job search,
medication, counseling, and benefits support
services.
Mike Davis
Executive Director
1630 S. Brownlee Blvd.
Phone: 361-886-6900
Crisis Hotline: 1-888-767-4493

Follow Us

Board of Trustees
John E. Jackson, Chair
Rachel Botello-Cox, Vice-Chair
Alicia G. Cuellar, Secretary
Jamie Phillips, Treasurer
Dr. Osbert Blow
Linda Fallwell-Stover
Linda Frost
Mark Schauer

Foundation Board of Directors
Jimmy Rodriguez, Chair
Tim Clower
Vicki Garza

www.NCMHID.org
www.facebook.com/NCMHID
www.twitter.com/NCMHID

William “Bill” Stith
Lamont Taylor
David Tijerina
Father Bruce Wilson

www.instagram.com/NCMHID
Nueces Center for Mental Health and Intellectual Disabilities is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action/Veterans/Disability Employer

